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Contact us today.

For more information on natural 
area preservation or adopting a park, 
please contact:

Recreation, Parks & Culture 

Phone: 403.342.8234
Hours: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 Monday to Friday

Red Deer’s natural areas and wetlands benefit 
us all, whether through water conservation, 
habitat protection or simply allowing us to 
enjoy natural settings in our urban environment.  
In natural areas, unlike manicured parks, The 
City of Red Deer Parks section gives priority to 
the protection of vegetation and wildlife over 
human use when the two come into conflict. 

There are 430 hectares of natural parkland 
in Red Deer; that’s roughly 30% of the City’s 
total park space. Natural areas play an 
important role in protecting Red Deer’s 
wildlife by providing habitat for resident and 
migratory animals. 

These areas are sensitive to human impact. 
It’s important to protect them, and the native 
plants and wildlife that rely on them.  

The City manages natural areas using weed 
control, vandalism control, litter removal, 
designating trail use, tree wiring (protection 
from beavers) and tree planting projects, 
based on the area’s needs. Other park practices 
include animal control, wildlife encounters 
and encroachments.  

Preserve 
your natural 
areas & 
wetlands

we are one 
piece of a 

greater ecosystem

Breathe the air, 
listen to the birds. 

Consider Adopt a Park
 

This program strives to create 
cleaner, safer, environmentally 
healthier parks and natural areas that 
we, our native wildlife and plant life 
can flourish in together. 

 Volunteer opportunities 
include monitoring park 
misuse, litter control, and 
managing invasive 
plant species. 
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Preserve your natural areas
Many of Red Deer’s natural areas are close to residential yards. 

Please be mindful of the delicate balance between nature and human use.   

Encroachments
The most common violations in our parks occur 
when citizens extend personal possessions or 
land onto City property. Encroachments include 
fire pits, mowed strips, unapproved plantings, 
compost bins, parked vehicles, and construction 
of bike parks and forts.  Violations have immediate 
effects, damaging the environmental balance.  

Planting
All non-native plant material threatens the 
balance of natural areas. Unapproved plants 
easily take over and out-compete native plants, 
negatively affecting vital wildlife habitat and the 
stability of the ecosystem. The City puts 
significant time and funding every year toward 
controlling the establishment and spread of 
harmful invasive plants that are introduced 
when people create non-native garden areas.  

Yard waste dumping
Dumping yard waste is the most common 
way for weeds, pesticides and herbicides to be 
introduced into a natural area.  As well, grass 
clippings, sod, branches, and other yard waste 
don’t easily decompose, creating unsightly 
landscapes and fire risks. Dumping yard waste 
on City property violates City Bylaws and can 
result in a fine. Compost yard waste to 
enhance your garden soil, place in yard waste 
bags for residential garbage pickup, or take to 
an approved landfill site.

Pesticide/fertilizer use near natural areas

Do you live near a natural area? Use of 
herbicides and synthetic fertilizers in yard 
maintenance can significantly impact wetland 
environments. Chemical run-off and ground 
seepage from yards to adjacent wetlands can 
negatively affect aquatic life and reduce the health 
of fragile wetland ecosystems. 

Don’t forget, an appropriately watered and 
maintained lawn will be healthy and resilient, 
thus reducing your reliance on fertilizers and 
pesticides. If you do require chemical inputs in 
yard care, try these easy, environmentally friendly 
and safe yard care practices:

Try spot applications as opposed to blanket • 
treatments. Use organic fertilizers instead 
of synthetic ones. Healthy lawns and soil 
ecosystems are more effective at preventing 
weed growth than the application of herbicides.
Protect your health – wear appropriate   • 
personal protective equipment when 
applying chemicals.

You can help preserve 
natural areas: 
 

Respect wild animal habitat; • 
take nothing but pictures, leave    
nothing but footsteps. 
Do not feed wildlife.• 
Stay on formalized pathways, • 
respecting rare species of plant 
and animal life.   
Report inappropriate activities or • 
safety concerns
Do not prune or remove       • 
vegetation or natural materials. 
Be considerate to other path and • 
park users. 
Maintain control of your pets • 
and pick up after them. 
Follow on/off leash                  • 
signs. Natural areas                      
are always on-leash, 

       unless posted 
       otherwise.


